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OUR  SUFFICIENCY  IS  OF  GOD 

Tarry  a while  at  Jerusalem 
Until  the  Spirit  be  given. 

You  have  seen  the  Way, 

You  have  heard  the  Truth, 

But  until  the  Eternal  Love  is  risen 
As  Life  within  your  hearts 
The  Way  is  not  illumined. 

And  the  Truth  is  then  still  veiled! 

Take  time  at  Jerusalem,  and  ponder  well 
What  it  is  you  are  asking! 

Can  you  indeed  partake  of  my  bitter  cup 
And  share  my  joy  everlasting? 

Yet  what  I say  unto  you,  I say  unto  all. 
Haste  not!  but  tarry  a while  at  Jerusalem 
Tn  faith,  and  in  qniet  waiting 
For  the  gift  of  the  Spirit, 

Transforming  cur  human  frailty 
With  the  very  breath  of  God. 

Then  you  shall  go  forth  with  power 
To  establish  the  Kingdom  on  earth. 

—Ruby  M.  Dowsett 


IN  LOVE.  COOLNESS  AND  DEAR  UNITY 

Being  orderly  come  together,  you  are  not  to 
spend  time  with  needless,  unnecessary  and  fruit- 
less discourses,  but  to  proceed  in  the  Wisdom 
of  God,  not  in  the  way  of  the  world,  as  a wordy 
assembly  of  men,  by  hot  contests,  by  seeking  tO' 
outspeak  and  overreach  one  another  in  dis- 
course, as  if  it  were  controversy  between  party 
and  party  of  men,  but  in  the  wisdom,  love  and 
fellowship  of  God  in  great  patience,  meekness, 
in  unity  and  concord,  submitting  one  to  another 
in  lowliness  of  heart;  and  in  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
Truth  and  righteousness,  all  things  to  be  carried 
on  by  hearing  and  determining  every  matter  be- 
fore you  in  love,  coolness,  gentleness  and  dear 
unity.— Edward  Burroughs,  in  1662  (sent  in  bv 
Ruth  Sehmoe,  13434  40th,  N.E.,  Seattle  55,  Wn.  ) 


THE  ASCENT  INTO  GOD  IN  THE  WORLD 

“How  is  the  traditional  conception  of  the  Way 
into  God  in  cloistered  celibacy  to  be  combined 
with  the  unfettered  search  for  the  Way  in  the 
busy  life  of  the  world?  It  is  as  easy  to  give  tlie 
answer  as  it  is  difficult  to  put  it  into  practice. 
Men  and  women  in  the  world  must  embark 
upon  the  contemplative  life  with  the  same  de- 
votion and  intensity  as  it  was  formerly  pursued 
in  cloistered  seclusion.  The  next  great  Age  of 
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Faith  as  well  as  the  next  great  Age  of  Progress 
towards  the  fulfilment  of  man’s  destiny,  can  not 
begin  until  this  takes  place  . . . Jesus  Ghrist 
demonstrated  the  ascent  into  God  in  the  world, 
not  in  seclusion.  And  He  chose  His  followers 
from  among  the  common  people  of  the  world. 
There  are  therefore  no  sound  reasons  why  His 
call  to  abide  in  Him  should  not  be  heeded  to- 
day in  the  world.” 

—R.  G.  CouLSON  (quoted  in 

The  Friendly  Way,  Kotagiri,  So.  India.) 

FAMILY  GATHERING 

Dear  Friends, 

Yearly  Meeting  season  is  here,  the  time  of  the 
gathering  of  our  large  family.  For  we  are  a 
family,  scattered,  yet  closer  to  each  other  than 
members  of  many  a community  who  live  side 
by  side.  This  Yearly  Meeting  will  be  our 
eleventh,  marking  ten  years  that  we  have  func- 
tioned as  a Yearly  Meeting— years  with  seven  in 
them  seem  to  be  propitious  for  Friends.  While 
the  American  Friends  Service  Gommittee  cele- 
brates its  fortieth  anniversary,  Friends  World 
Gommittee  its  twentieth.  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing will  celebrate  its  tenth! 

We  do  not  want  to  pull  up  our  roots  to  look 
at  them,  or  to  look  too  much  inward  to  see  how 
we  are  doing.  We  know  that  life  springs  among 
us  in  the  growth  of  Meetings,  in  the  freedom  of 
our  worship  and  association,  and  in  the  con- 
cerns laid  upon  ns.  Yet  at  this  ten-year  turning 
point  we  might  well  pause  a little  to  take  stock, 
to  see  where  we  have  been  and  where  we  want 
to  go.  We  are  not  a repetition  of  past  Quaker- 
ism, yet  our  own  recent  experience  has  shown 
us  the  wisdom  of  Quaker  practice  and  self-dis- 
cipline in  the  conduct  of  meetings.  We  shall 
have  something  fresh  and  creative  to  say,  fresh 
and  creative  ways  to  live;  but  only  as  we  “keep 
over”  (George  Fox’s  term)  both  our  differences 
and  the  distractions  of  our  western  life. 

As  Friends  we  have  always  known  it  is  not 
Yearly  Meeting  as  an  organization  which  is  im- 
]iortant,  necessary  as  that  mav  be.  It  is  rather, 
that  we  join  together  as  a family  of  God,  to 
meet  in  His  presence  and  “know  each  other  in 
that  which  is  eternal.”  Those  able  to  go  to 
Yearly  Meeting  will  have  back  of  them  more 
who  are  not  able  to  go  but  on  whose  prayers 
and  thinking  and  being  the  (luality,  not  only  of 
our  gathering,  but  of  our  year-round  life  as 
members  of  one  body  is  dependent.  M e come 


PAGE  2 — AUGUST,  1957 


out  of  the  world  for  a little  while  to  meet,  some 
of  us  face  to  face,  all  of  us  in  spirit;  we  go  back 
heartened  and  strengthened  to  live  faithfully  for 
that  which  we  know  in  Truth  for  the  whole 
earth  and  not  just  for  ourselves. 

—Catherine  Bruner 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 

The  adult  membership  in  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing has  been  reported  as  1060/2  on  June  1,  1957. 
(Three  dual  memberships  are  each  counted  as 
one-half.)  These  figures  are  for  25  Meetings 
since  we  have  no  report  from  Shanghai.  Three 
Meetings  have  an  associate  membership  for 
adults  and  there  are  six  associate  members. 
With  only  three  exceptions,  the  Meetings  are 
being  attended  by  members  of  other  Meetings. 
These  total  116.  There  are  approximately  500 
attenders. 

There  are  865  children  under  the  care  of  the 
Meetings.  238  are  permanent  members  in  twelve 
Meetings  and  131  are  temporary  members  in 
thirteen  Meetings.  (Two  Meetings  have  both 
types  of  membership  for  children  and  two  have 
no  form  of  membership  for  children.) 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  56  ad- 
ditions to  the  membership  by  transfer,  48  by 
convincement,  and  27  by  birth  or  request  of  par- 
ents. Losses  were  5 by  death,  47  by  transfer, 
and  24  by  withdrawal  or  release.  About  one- 
half  of  the  transfers  were  from  one  Meeting  to 
another  within  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Twenty  Meetings  reported  that  the  Queries 
are  read  regularly  and  eighteen  have  First-day 
Schools  in  connection  with  the  Meeting.  Fifteen 
Meetings  have  been  able  to  hold  public  meet- 
ings. Twelve  Meetings  have  had  members  who 
attended  work  camps  or  AFSC  projects  during 
the  year.  Twenty-one  Meetings  have  had  or- 
ganized programs  of  study.  Friends  have  stud- 
ied Faith  and  Practice,  Queries,  prayer,  the  his- 
tory of  the  Bible,  Quaker  biographies,  the  na- 
ture and  purpose  of  man,  vocal  and  silent  wor- 
ship, religious  education,  capital  punishment, 
civil  liberties.  Speak  Truth  to  Power,  compara- 
tive world  religions,  the  life  of  Jesus,  Amelia 
Swayne’s  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  Harold 
Chance’s  Tradition  and  Challenge,  “Outline  on 
Non-Violence”  from  the  Friends  Journal,  the 
Commandments,  Quaker  and  other  religious 
concepts,  Sharman’s  Jesus  as  Teacher,  and  the 
psychological  implications  of  the  teachings  of 
Jesus. 

Under  “other  projects  and  activities,”  ten 
Meetings  reported  material  aids  to  AFSC  and 
CFSC,  four  did  work  with  minoritv  groups,  four 
did  work  in  prisons  and  a mental  hospital,  six 
sponsored  immigrating  families,  one  persuaded 
three  school  boards  to  allow  them  to  acquaint 
draft  age  boys  with  provisions  for  C.O.’s,  one 
had  a nursery  school,  one  painted  an  apart- 
ment, and  three  had  weddings. 

—Mildred  M.  Burck 


MINISTRY  AND  OVERSIGHT  COMMITTEE 

At  the  1956  yearly  meeting  a committee  on 
Ministry  and  Oversight  was  appointed  for  the 
first  time,  and  given  these  three  instructions: 

To  provide  a focu.s  for  problems  specifically  relating 
to  ministry  and  oversight; 

To  convene  at  least  one  annual  gathering  of  mem- 
bers of  Monthly  Meeting  committees  of  ministry 
and  oversight;  and 

To  implement,  through  visitation,  requests  for  coun- 
sel from  individual  meetings. 

Regarding  our  first  instruction,  we  have,  dur- 
ing the  year,  sent  two  letters  to  all  of  you,  at- 
tempting to  focus  attention  on  matters  of  mini- 
stry and  oversight  concern.  We  are  grateful  for 
the  responses  received  although  they  were  not 
as  many  as  we  had  hoped  for.  They  represent 
less  than  one-third  of  our  total  number  of  Meet- 
ings, but  they  are  perhaps  more  representative 
than  their  number  indicates,  for  many  of  the 
same  needs,  problems,  and  requirements  for 
membership  are  expressed. 

In  nearly  all  of  the  answers  tO'  the  query  “On 
what  matters  do  you  feel  it  important  to  have 
an  understanding  when  communicating  with 
prospective  members  regarding  their  readiness 
for  membership  in  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends?”,  emphasis  is  placed  on  one’s  beliefs 
being  founded  on  personal  experience;  and  in 
finding  out  how  and  why  this  has  led  the  appli- 
cant to  feel  drawn  to  our  religious  society. 
Meetings  feel  it  important  that  applicants  un- 
derstand that  membership  is  never  an  end  that 
is  achieved,  but  a step  in  the  direction  of  a ful- 
ler and  more  completely  developed  Christian 
life  with  its  commitments  and  responsibilities. 
Membership  is  like  life,  an  ever-growing  experi- 
ence of  God  and  an  increasing  knowledge  of 
His  will  and  purpose.  The  testimonies,  historic 
principles  and  practices,  willingness  to  take  re- 
sponsibility for  the  life  of  the  Meeting,  faithful 
attendance  where  possible,  an  open-minded 
seeking  attitude,  and  dedication  of  one’s  whole 
self  in  all  areas  of  life  to  the  Light  as  it  is 
sought  and  found,  are  expressed  as  important 
matters  to  the  prospective  member  and  to  his 
relationship  with  the  Meeting.  There  is  also  the 
warning  to  be  careful  not  to  freeze  the  Meeting 
by  placing  standards  on  the  word  instead  of  the 
spirit. 

Answers  to  the  second  query,  “Do  you  prac- 
tice the  same  waiting  upon  Divine  guidance  in 
the  conduct  of  vour  meetings  for  business  that 
is  practiced  in  the  meeting  for  worship?”,  indi- 
cated an  increased  awareness  of  need  in  this 
respect,  and  Meetings  having  realized  this  need 
now  see  continuing  improvement,  although 
some  find  that  the  pressure  of  long  agendas  ob- 
scures this  basic  purpose  of  prayerful  waiting, 
and  have  not  yet  found  an  effective  way  of  ac- 
celerating business  proceedings  without  losing 
the  great  value  of  full  and  unhurried  discussion. 

Answers  to  the  third  querv  “What  do  you  feel 
is  the  most  pressing  spiritual  need  in  your  meet- 
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ing?”,  bring  out  sincere  desires  for  closer  bonds 
of  fellowship;  for  individual  spiritual  growth; 
for  a greater  depth  and  vitality,  and  a more  eon- 
stant  sense  of  the  Presence  of  God  in  our  meet- 
ings for  worship;  for  more  of  the  experience  of 
that  love  whieh  is  healing;  an  inerease  in  our 
ability  to  listen;  for  the  need  of  eaeh  member 
to  dedicate  anew  whatever  gifts  he  has;  for 
learning  to  aecept  one  another  and  ourselves  as 
having  weaknesses  so'  that  we  can  be  more  help- 
ful to  one  another;  and  for  a more  effective  par- 
ticipating membership  to  carry  on  the  function- 
ing of  meeting  activities,  committees,  and  First- 
day  Sehools. 

Fourteen  Meetings  have  been  visited,  some 
by  more  than  one  member  of  the  eommittee. 
Included  were  visits  to  Denver,  Colorado 
Springs  and  Santa  Barbara  Meetings  as  well 
as  tO'  member  Meetings  . 

Some  of  the  problems  brought  to  us  were: 
discouragement  due  to  general  decline,  laek  of 
freedom  in  worship,  or  an  unwillingness  tO'  be- 
lieve in  the  effeetiveness  of  action  that  goes  to 
meet  society  where  it  is:  diffieulty  in  maintain- 
ing spiritual  unity  when  opinions  differ;  ehureh 
tax  oaths;  physical  difficulties  such  as  the  need 
of  a permanent  plaee  for  worship  and  a more 
adequate  one  for  religious  education;  care  of 
non-resident  Friends  in  areas  not  eonvenient  to 
Friends’  Meetings;  finding  ways  of  helping 
ehildren  to  an  appreeiaticn  of  the  worship  ex- 
perience, so  that  they  may  become  better  parti- 
cipants; help  regarding  Friends’  memorial  ser- 
vices; and  information  and  assistanee  to  a 
group  newly  formed  in  Fairbanks,  Alaska. 

For  the  kind  of  visitation  which  our  commit- 
tee feels  it  is  called  to  do,  I quote  Jane  Bau- 
mann’s report  of  two  of  her  visits: 

“In  our  visits  to  Meetings  do'  we  not  find  the 
same  problems  that  confront  us  in  our  own 
Meetings  and  in  ourselves?  The  wheels  either 
of  bus  or  train  that  conveyed  me  toward  each 
visit  I have  made  this  past  year  seemed  to 
sing  to  me;  ‘Neither  height  nor  depth,  nor 
things  present  nor  things  past  can  separate 
us  from  the  love  of  God.’  And  do  our  prob- 
lems not  stem  from  this  very  feeling  of  in- 
adequacy and  loneliness  as  a result  of  our 
turning  away  from  our  dependence  on  God 
to  a dependence  on  carrying  out  our  own 
wills  to  an  extreme?  Here  the  query  stated  in 
last  year’s  Epistle  speaks  to  us:  ‘Are  we 
aware  that  it  is  not  primarily  our  activities, 
but  the  cohesive  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
which  draws  us  together?’  ” 

Though  this  year  has  been  experimental  in 
finding  our  way,  our  committee  is  convinced 
that  there  is  need  for  counsel,  closer  fellowship, 
for  becoming  clearer  about  the  purposes  that 
draw  us  together,  and  for  disciplining  ourselves 
consistently  in  this  direction.  We  must  realize 
that  we  exi.st  to  bear  corporate  witness  to  the 
principles  and  practices  for  which  we  stand  and 


that  such  a responsibility  takes  time  and  discip- 
line. It  is  most  important  to  tend  to  our  rela- 
tionship with  God,  and  right  relationships  with 
one  another  come  easier  when  this  is  aecom- 
plished  in  day-to-day  experience. 

As  we  continue  the  task  of  formulating  a 
book  of  Faith  and  Practiee,  let  us  be  warned 
through  past  experiences  not  to  become  too  in- 
volved with  semantics,  but  always  to  seek  hum- 
bly the  will  of  God,  working  under  the  inspira- 
tion and  power  of  His  spirit,  where  we  find  uni- 
ty even  in  diversity.  If  we  come  together  in 
faith,  in  genuine  love  and  respeet,  with  sym- 
pathy for  one  another,  and  aeeepting  the  neces- 
sary inner  diseipline  of  control,  our  meetings 
for  worship  and  business  will  show  the  work 
of  God’s  spirit  among  us,  and  our  lives  will  be 
lives  of  Holy  Obedience,  daring  to  faee  our  own 
problems  as  well  as  the  illnesses  and  fmstra- 
tions  of  our  world. 

Ministry  and  Oversight  Gommittee 

—Ruth  Schmoe,  ehairman 


CHtLDREN'S  PROGRAM  AT  YEARLY  MEETING 

Monette  Thatcher  (1812  Villard,  Eugene, 
Oregon),  who  is  chairman  of  the  committee 
planning  the  program  for  children  at  Yearly 
Aleeting,  requests  that  the  ehildren  bring  the 
following  items:  crayons,  small  scissors,  scraps 
of  cloth,  needles  and  thread.  The  committee 
is  planning  to  have  a period  of  worship  each 
morning  for  elementary  school  children,  fol- 
lowed by  age-group  projects  alternating  with 
active  games.  “We  have,”  she  states,  “an  art 
student  and  former  teacher  who  will  direet  arts 
and  crafts  activities  in  eonnection  with  the  proj- 
ects.” Baby-sitting  will,  of  course,  be  provided 
for  pre-school  youngsters. 

ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 

Friends  have  long  been  concerned  that  justice  and 
fair  treatment  be  accorded  equally  to  all  minorit>- 
groups,  as  well  as  to  those  in  the  majority.  History  re- 
cords that  Friends  have  been  actively  concerned  for  the 
well-being  of  the  Indian  American.  As  a result  of  their 
active  participation  in  implementing  these  concerns,  the 
motives  of  friends  have  sometimes  been  questioned  by 
non-Indians,  sometimes  by  Indians.  But  through  con- 
tinuing efforts  in  the  spirit  of  love,  many  opportvinities 
for  service  have  been  discovered. 

It  is  a genuinely  rewarding  experience  to  come  to 
know  individual  Indians  as  friends  and  real  people, 
rather  than  legendary  figures  out  of  the  historical  past. 
With  a great  measure  of  patience,  faith  and  optimisiu, 
they  have  endured  many  drastic  changes  in  their  way  of 
living.  They  have  lost  much  of  their  land.  Some  have 
willingly  accepted  the  way  of  life  of  the  white-man,  and 
have  made  a successful  transition  from  rcscr\'ation  life 
to  the  industrial  environment  of  the  city.  Others  have 
declined  to  adopt  the  ways  of  the  white-man,  and  ha\(' 
felt  it  their  responsibility  to  preserve  tht'  wa>-  of  lib' 
of  their  forefathers.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee, or  any  member  of  it,  to  expound  one  ehoice.  or 
the  other,  as  the  “right  trail”  for  tliem  to  follow.  The 
ehoice  is  theirs,  and  we  will  not  prc'sume  to  eriticize 
their  decisions. 

Each  of  the  two  Indian  grouiis  has  problems,  and  in 
their  efforts  to  solve  them  tliey  seek  the  eneouragement 
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and  help  of  genuinely  interested  friends.  There  is  a 
welcome  place  in  either  group  for  Indians  or  non-Indians 
who  are  motivated  by  sincerity  and  good  will,  and  who 
can  calmly  interpret  the  many  changes  taking  place  in 
the  white-man’s  environment  . 

Through  active  participation  in  the  work  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  the  Friends  Com- 
mittee on  National  Legislation,  the  Central  Arizona  In- 
dian Committee,  the  Indian  Rights  Association,  and 
other  organizations,  many  Friends  and  non-Friends  are 
engaged  in  a realistic  program  of  encouragment  and 
assistance  to  Indians. 

Members  of  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  are  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  one 
or  more  of  these  groups.  It  is  not  our  intention  to  du- 
plicate their  work,  but  to  participate  in  their  programs 
in  our  area.  This  committee  invites  the  readers  of  the 
Friends  Bulletin  to  call  upon  them  for  counsel  in  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  Indian  affairs. 

—Albert  Kramer,  chairman 

13.589  Herron  St.,  San  Fernando,  Calif. 
Other  members;  Isabel  Bachels,  80  Pierce  St.,  San 
Francisco  17;  Charles  Davis,  Box  99,  Oakhurst,  Calif.; 
Josephine  Duveneck,  Hidden  Villa,  Los  Altos,  Cahf.; 
Charles  Gritzner,  135  N.  Sirrine  Ave.,  Mesa,  Arizona; 
Charles  James,  1070  Third  St.,  Kirkland,  Wash.;  John 
Salyer,  745  East  5th  St.,  Tucson,  Arizona;  Alice  Shoe- 
maker, 3629  Glenwood  Ave.,  Glendale  8,  Calif.;  Lynd 
Warren,  351  S.  College  Ave.,  Whittier,  Calif. 


FRIENDS  ATTITUDE  ON  INDIAN  PROBLEMS 

Charles  W.  Davis  ( P.O.  Box  99,  Oakhurst,  Calif. ) 
has  written  this  letter  to  Friends,  in  the  hope  that  it 
will  facilitate  discussion  and  so  leave  more  time  for 
other  matters  at  Yearly  Meeting.  Charles  Davis  is  a 
member  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

“The  injustices  to  American  Indians  have  recently 
been  coming  to  more  prominent  attention  and  crises  are' 
imminent.  The  Congress  has  just  cut  from  the  bill  for 
termination  of  many  of  the  reservation  trusteeships  the 
clause  that  permitted  further  reparations  and  help  for 
California  Indians  after  termination.  The  government  is 
in  process  of  forcing  a change  in  basic  Hopi  culture 
and  attitudes  toward  land  ownership  against  the  will 
of  the  Hopi.  . . 

“Since  Friends  try  to  bring  peace  in  situations  of 
conflict,  with  love  and  understanding,  I present  five 
principles  to  guide  Friends’  attitudes  in  regard  to  cur- 
rent Indian  problems; 

“1.  There  should  be  equitable  respect  for  one 
another’s  intelligence,  abilities,  cultural  values,  philoso- 
phies, political  and  economic  rights  between  the  Ameri- 
can Indians  and  the  rest  of  the  peoples  of  this  country, 
especially  the  government  as  representative  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

“2.  There  should  be  the  right  of  free  pursuit  of  goals 
by  the  American  Indians  even  though  those  goals  may 
seem  different  from  those  of  others  of  us. 

“•3.  Reparation  aid  for  Indians  should  go  to  the  In- 
dians, not  to  others  who  may  try  to  domineer  or  con- 
trol . . 

“4.  Forced  assimilation  of  Indians  into  our  culture 
should  be  discontinued.  Any  planning  for  assimiilation 
should  be  done  on  the  basis  of  principle  number  1 
above.  Indian  opinion  and  wishes  should  no  longer  be 
ignored. 

“5.  It  is  the  place  of  the  victim  (the  Indian)  to  de- 
cide how  much  of  the  injustices  he  will  forget  and  for- 
give; it  is  for  us,  the  recent  invader  and  conqueror,  and 
the  government  as  our  representative,  to  ask  forgive- 
ness and  show  respect  for  the  good  things  of  Indian 
culture,  and  to  approach  the  Indian  with  full  respect 
to  learn  from  him  as  well  as  teach  him,  and  to  try  to 


work  out  our  mutual  problems  with  him,  not  for  him.” 

For  an  understanding,  particularly  of  the  Hopi, 
Charles  Davis  recommends  Culture  in  Crisis,  by  Laura 
Thompson,  1950  ($4.00)  and  A Pictorial  History  of  the 
American  Indian,  by  Oliver  La  Farge  ($7.50),  both  of 
which  may  be  purchased  from  Charles  Gritzner,  135 
N.  Sirrine  St.,  Mesa,  Arizona  . 

REPORT  OF  BULLETIN  COMMITTEE 

The  Friends  Bulletin  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is 
closing  another  year  of  publication  with  gratitude  to 
all  of  you  who  have  contributed  to  the  measure  of  suc- 
cess the  Bulletin  has  achieved. 

It  has  been  the  constant  aim  of  the  editor  and  com- 
mittee to  select  the  material  which  most  widely  reflects 
the  activities  and  intere.sts  of  Meetings  scattered  over  a 
considerable  geographic  area.  We  have  assumed  that 
you  are  stimulated  and  helped  by  the  discussion  of 
problems  similar  to  your  own  and  are  sympathetic  and 
may  often  be  of  help  in  cases  which  differ  from  yours. 

However,  we  have  had  some  doubts  as  to  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  Buletin  in  helping  new  members  or  at- 
tenders  understand  the  principles  and  ways  of  Friends. 
The  Bulletin  mailing  list  does  not  seem  to  grow  to  keep 
pace  with  our  growing  Meetings.  This  last  year  we 
have  added  58  new  subscribers;  of  these  the  names  of 
only  22  were  sent  in  by  Meetings.  How  can  our  paper 
be  improved  to  fill  this  need  ? 

Articles  in  which  we  share  our  deeper  religious  ex- 
periences and  those  that  bear  upon  our  peculiar  testi- 
mony in  relation  to  the  problems  of  today  are  needed 
and  warmly  welcomed  by  the  Bulletin.  They  may  be 
compared  with  speaking  in  meeting  when  we  feel  we 
have  had  a message. 

—Grace  Lawrence,  chairman 
Esther  C.  Richards,  editor 


PEACE  QUERIES 

For  over  a year  now  La  Jolla  Monthly  Meeting  has 
had  a sense  of  disquiet  over  our  application  of  the  peace 
testimony  to  our  own  particular  period  in  history.  This 
concern,  as  expressed  officially  to  Interim  Committee, 
and  by  individuals  to  other  individuals  and  groups,  has 
been  shared  by  large  numbers  of  our  Yearly  Meeting. 
In  accordance  with  a suggestion  of  the  Interim  Com- 
mittee, the  Queries  prepared  by  La  Jolla  Meeting  em- 
bodying this  concern  were  sent  to  all  Monthly  Meet- 
ings. But  in  order  that  they  may  be  considered  further 
by  all  our  members,  it  has  seemed  best  to  print  them 
also  in  the  Bulletin. 

La  Jolla  Meeting  explains  the  beginning  of  its  con- 
cern as  follows:  “Soon  after  Eleventh  Month,  3,  1956, 
one  of  our  members  who  had  read  the  article  in  the 
Friends  Journal,  entitled  ‘Are  We  By-passing  the  Peace 
Testimony?’  became  deeply  concerned  and  brought  this 
to  the  attention  of  the  Meeting. 

“Actually  for  some  time  we  had  been  troubled  by 
the  great  military  concentration  in  our  area,  and  the 
fact  that  80%  of  the  employment  here  is  in  war  plants. 
We  were  distressed  to  learn  that  guided  missiles  are  be- 
ing made  a few  miles  from  our  meeting  house.  We 
were  especially  impressed  by  the  addresses  of  two  atom- 
ic scientists.  Dr.  James  Warf  and  Stanley  Clark,  both 
of  Los  Angeles,  at  our  AFSC-sponsored  Institute  of  In- 
ternational Relations  in  San  Diego,  Second  Month  8, 
1957  . . . Although  we  know  that  ‘peace  is  the  only 
defense’  as  we  were  told  by  these  scientists,  a letter  to 
the  editor  of  the  El  Cajon  Valley  News,  by  one  of  our 
young  mothers  protests  the  atmosphere  of  fear  in  our 
public  schools  caused  by  the  steady  emphasis  on  pend- 
ing atomic  war.  In  protesting  Civil  Defense  plans  for 
evacuating  children  to  El  Centro,  in  the  event  of  bomb- 
ing, she  writes  ‘I  am  convinced  our  only  defense  against 
this  ghastly  possibility  lies  not  in  education  to  die,  i.e., 
attempted  evacuation,  but  in  education  to  live  by  some 


AUGUST,  1957  — PAGE  5 


means  with  all  the  world’s  peoples  . . . The  complete- 
ly negative  basis  on  which  Civil  Defense  is  founded 
fosters  more  hatred  at  a time  when  love  is  desperately 
needed  in  the  world  if  we  are  to  save  ourselves  from 
annihalation  as  a species. .Violence  and  hatred  beget 
nothing  but  violence  and  hatred.’ 

“All  these  influences  seemed  to  bear  on  us  with  such 
force,  we  felt  we  must  do  something  about  it,— some- 
thing in  addition  to  the  letters  we  had  been  writing 
urging  disarmament,  asking  for  the  banning  of  bomb 
tests,  and  to  the  other  forms  of  peace  action  we  had 
been  taking  ...” 

La  Jolla  Meeting  presents  for  consideration  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  two  suggestions  for  peace  queries; 

I.  The  earth  is  the  Lord’s  and  the  fulness  thereof,  the 
world  and  those  who  dwell  therein  (Psalms  24:1) 

Do  we  seek  a means  of  livelihood  that  will  contri- 
bute to  the  achievement  of  God’s  kingdom  on 
earth? 

Do  we  practice  and  teach  self-discipline  which 
could  remove  the  causes  of  all  conflict  and  direct 
us  toward  the  basic  principle  of  love  and  harmony? 
Recognizing  our  involvement  in  a war-infiltrated 
economy  today,  how  can  we  earn  our  daily  bread 
and  live  in  the  life  and  power  that  takes  away  the 
occasion  of  all  wars? 

Do  we  seek  understanding  of  the  Divine  Purpose 
and  constantly  endeavor  to  fulfill  our  part  by  help- 
ing one  another  to  find  peace  and  security? 

Are  we  careful  in  word  and  deed  to  avoid  dis- 
couraging another  in  search  of  peace  and  security? 
Do  we  daily  examine  our  own  economic  lives  to 
see  how  we  can  bring  them  into  harmony  with  the 
peace  testimony  of  the  Society  of  Friends? 

II.  The  earth  is  the  Lord’s  and  the  fulness  thereof,  the 
world  and  those  who  dwell  therein.  (Psalms  24:1) 

Do  we  seek  a means  of  livelihood  that  will  contri- 
bute to  the  achievement  of  God’s  kingdom  on  earth 
and  examine  our  own  economic  lives  to  see  how 
we  can  bring  them  into  harmony  with  the  peace 
testimony  of  the  Society  of  Friends? 

REPORT  OF  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

This  report  is  comprised  from  selections  from  reports 
submitted  to  the  Gommittee  by  Monthly  Meetings,  and 
school  and  Meeting  committees.  They  are  selected  to 
suggest  the  kinds  of  things  undertaking  throughout  the 
Society,  and  some  of  the  problems  which  arise. 
Organizing:  Eastside  Preparative  Meeting,  Bellevue, 
Washington— 

“Since  our  Meeting  organized  in  the  fall  of  1956, 
our  challenge  has  been  organizing  our  Sunday  school. 
We  started  with  2 classes,  and  by  January  decided  to 
divide  into  four.  We  also  started  out  with  a system  in 
which  teachers  taught  several  Sundays  in  a row.  Al- 
though the  adults  liked  to  be  free  for  the  adult  dis- 
cussion, it  was  decided  the  children  needed  to  have  a 
teacher  for  a longer  period  of  time.  One  idea  the  group 
tried  and  liked  was  having  all  classes  studying  the  same 
subject  ( except  the  preschool  group ) . In  this  way  par- 
ents and  children  were  able  to  discuss  the  subject  at 
home  ...  In  the  Junior  class  dramatization  has  been 
used  effectively.” 

Childrens  worship:  Eugene,  Oregon,  Monthly  Meeting— 
“The  parents  of  the  Meeting  are  not  in  agreement  on 
whether  the  children  should  be  required  to  sit  through 
the  meeting  for  worship.  Not  all  the  older  children  are 
required  to  attend  the  monthly  Family  Meeting  for 
Worship,  with  the  result  that  in  all  the  families  the 
older  children  object  to  attending.  Last  fall  an  idea 
was  presented  to  the  clhldren  that  they  have  their  own 
meeting  for  worship,  lasting  fifteen  minutes  during 
their  class.  The  idea  was  well  presented  and  accepted. 
The  children  took  turns  at  being  responsible  for  break- 
ing meeting  and  felt  they  might  like  to  do  some  speak- 


ing. The  follow-through  on  this  plan  has  not  been  so 
good  as  hoped,  and  the  children  do  not  seem  to  be 
using  this  time  as  it  should  be.  We  are  sure  members 
of  our  Meeting  would  like  to  discuss  this  problem  with 
others  at  Yearly  Meeting.” 

Family  Hour:  La  Jolla  Monthly  Meeting— 

“Our  family  hour  is  held  just  before  meeting  for 
worship.  We  give  the  children  opportunity  to  share 
their  week’s  experience  with  each  other,  then  perhaps 
briefly  discuss  a Bible  story,  have  a quiet  period,  then 
join  in  singing  from  the  Friends  Hymrml.  All  are  enthus- 
iastic about  this  hour  together.’ 

Famihj  Hour:  Santa  Monica  Monthly  Meeting— 

“We  have  just  started  a family  meeting  the  half  hour 
before  meeting  for  worship.  We  have  had  only  two 
meetings  but  they  have  been  well  attended.  It  is  a free 
and  permissive  time  including  singing,  devotions  and 
acquainting  ourselves  with  important  happenings  of 
other  members  ...  We  feel  this  half  hour  has  been  a 
blessing  and  feel  certain  it  will  come  to  mean  more  to 
us  as  we  continue  it.” 

High  School  Class:  Phoenix  Monthly  Meeting— 

“To  meet  the  need  of  our  three  teen-agers,  one  Sun- 
day evening  a month  we  have  had  an  unplanned  discus- 
sion centering  about  the  problems  the  young  people 
brought  to  the  meeting.  Dr.  Nora  Ryan,  child  psycholo- 
gist, has  acted  as  convenor.  The  children  seemed  to  en- 
joy the  meetings  and  brought  friends.  Refreshments 
were  served  at  each  meeting.” 

High  School  Class:  Santa  Monica  Monthly  Meeting— 

“Our  three  teen-age  members  meet  with  Unitarian 
high  schoolers  in  different  members’  homes.  The  class 
consists  of  12  to  15  members.  The  teacher  attends  our 
meeting  and  is  a full-time  high-school  teacher,  with 
preparation  in  psychology  as  well  as  other  fields  of 
education.  He  is  very  interested  in  this  age  group  and 
has  helped  the  young  people  to  understand  themselves 
and  their  relations  with  others.  They  are  currently 
studying  the  world  religions.” 

« e * 

The  second  part  of  the  report  is  on  educational  pro- 
grams under  the  care  of  Meetings  or  guided  by  mem- 
bers of  Meetings  within  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Pacific  Ackworth  Friends  School:  “Our  growth  has  been 
steady  as  new  families  have  been  attracted  by  Friends’ 
principles  of  education  and  have  remained  as  enthusi- 
astic participants.  We  have  69  children  from  46  fami- 
lies, a third  of  whom  are  Friends.  Among  our  parents 
are  18  public  school  teachers  and  one  principal— evi- 
dence that  our  methods  and  philosophy  are  endorsed 
by  local  educators. 

“Our  school’s  only  endowment  is  the  devotion  and 
enthusiasm  of  parents,  staff  and  friends.  With  no  capi- 
tal funds,  each  year’s  budget  must  be  raised  by  the 
parents;  and  no  school  which  is  not  endowed  nor  sup- 
ported by  taxes  can  hope  to  meet  e.xpenses  through  tui- 
tion alone. 

“It  is  our  hope  that  Friends’  Meetings  across  the 
country  might  be  intere.sted  and  concerned  to  support 
Pacific  Ackworth.  If  a number  of  Meetings  who  have 
a strong  concern  for  Friends’  education  found  it  possi- 
ble to  pledge  regular  support  each  year,  even  thougli 
individual  gifts  might  be  small,  the  total  would  be  a 
very  real  help.  Local  Friends  are  already  contributing 
with  .steady  devotion,  but  western  Meetings  are  not  yet 
able  to  support  Friends’  schools  alone. ’’ 

Pacific  Oaks  Friends  School:  “Participation  of  Friends 
families  in  the  Nursery  School  and  in  Teacher  Educa- 
tion is  actively  sought,  and  scholarship  assistance  made 
available  as  needed.  A Gail  Butler  Memorial  Fund  lias 
been  established  to  give  assistance  to  students  in 
Teacher  Education. 

“Twenty-three  Orange  Grove  families  continue  their 
close  interest  and  assi.stanee  in  the  school’s  dex’clop- 
ment  through  membership  in  the  Pacific  Oaks  .\ssoeia- 
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tion.  Meeting  members  are  on  the  school’s  board  of 
trustees,  on  the  staff,  and  have  children  enrolled  in  the 
nursery  school.  In  addition  members  of  Claremont  Meet- 
ing, Villa  Street,  and  First  Friends  Church  have  been 
enrolled  as  students  and  staff  during  the  past  year. 

“In  the  future,  the  school  -will  tend  to  remain  close 
to  the  Meeting  in  its  expression  as  a Friends-related 
institution  as  long  as  so  many  of  the  Orange  Grove 
families  participate  actively  . . . This  year  Pacific  Oaks 
offer  of  matching  funds  to  stimulate  new  contributors 
launched  a campaign  for  three-year  support  with  an 
offer  of  matching  funds  to  stimulate  new  contributions 
and  the  continuing  support  of  ‘major  contributors,’— all 
contributions  of  $1,000  or  over  would  be  matched.  Last 
year  the  budget  was  met  by  $6,800.  From  this  experi- 
ence it  becomes  clear  that  broad  community  support  is 
needed  to  finance  current  operation.  Orange  Grove  is 
an  important  segment  of  this  support.” 

Following  the  1956  Yearly  Meeting,  there  was  suf- 
ficient interest  in  developing  a Friends  secondary 
school  that  a group  within  College  Park  Quarterly 
Meeting  has  continued  working  together  toward  a 1958 
summer  program  out  of  which  may  emerge  the  begin- 
ning of  a school.  This  oroject  was  given  a fuller  report 
in  the  July  Bulletin.  For  this  committee  it  is  heart- 
warming to  see  a group  of  people  so  willing  to  begin 
small  and  test  their  own  resources,  inner  as  well  as 
economic. 

College  Park  Education  Committee:  “The  tone  of  a 
school  is  ultimately  its  most  indefinable  and  important 
quality.  The  committee  had  no  doubt  that  life  must  be 
approached  in  an  essentially  religious  way;  that  is,  a 
searching  for  more  realistic  ways  of  approaching  the 
brotherhood  of  man  under  the  fatherhood  of  God.  If 
we  are  to  hold  our  children,  if  we  are  to  free  them  to 
explore  the  meaning  of  spiritual  responsibility,  we  must 
seek  means  to  build  an  inner  discipline  founded  on  joy 
and  love  ...” 

—Frances  M.  Thompson,  chairman 


WOULD  THIS  HELP  AT  YEARLY  MEETING? 

The  London  Friend  reports  that  on  an  examination 
paper  in  Scripture  at  Ackworth  School,  Yorkshire,  a 
student  wrote:  “In  Quaker  business  meetings  the  clerk 
often  writes  a minuet  to  help  keep  the  Friends  in  step.” 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

Two  persons  from  our  region  are  attending  summer 
school  at  Pendle  Hill  this  summer:  Virginia  Leinau  of 
1617-A  Chapala,  Santa  Barbara,  Calif.,  former  clerk  of 
the  Santa  Barbara  Independent  Meeting,  and  Carl 
Fagg  of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  who  has  been  attending  the 
Corvallis  Meeting  while  a student  at  Oregon  State  Col- 
lege. Carl  Fagg  is  the  recipient  of  one  of  the  Leader- 
ship Training  fellowships  and  so  is  traveling  extensively 
in  ea.stern  Quaker  centers  as  well  as  studying  at  Pendle 
Hill. 

# » * 

Friends  have  followed  with  interest  the  protests  of 
several  Meetings  and  churches  in  California  against  the 
non-disloyalty  oath  required  by  California  law  for  tax- 
empt  institutions.  They  will  be  sorry  to  hear  the  re- 
port from  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  which  has  been  in 
the  forefront  of  this  protest,  that  the  state  Supreme 
Court,  by  a majority  of  one,  has  ruled  that  this  loyalty 
oath  is  constitutional. 

# # # 

The  August  issue  of  the  Orange  Grove  Record  re- 
ports that  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  is  plan- 
ning to  ask  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  to  review  the 
California  State  Supreme  Court  decision  and  the  cases 
involved  with  the  loyalty-oath  tax.  Orange  Grove  Meet- 
ing has  decided  to  enter  a writ  of  Amicus  curiae  to 
assist  in  this  action. 


The  East  Side  Friends  Meeting,  which  is  now  a 
Preparative  Meeting  of  University  Meeting,  Seattle, 
meets  at  the  Medina  Improvement  Association,  .510 
Evergreen  Point  Road,  near  Bellevue,  Washington. 
During  the  summer  meeting  for  worship  is  at  10  a.m.; 
with  no  adult  discussion  group  or  Sunday  School.  Af- 
ter Labor  Day,  the  children’s  classes  and  adult  discus- 
sions will  be  resumed  at  11  a.m. 

* o o 

Pendle  Hill  next  fall  will  offer  its  usual  attractive 
series  of  courses  including  a seminar  led  by  Gilbert  Kil- 
pack,  “Life  and  Drama  in  the  Synoptic  Gospels,”  a 
course  by  Wilmer  Young  on  problems  of  modern  so- 
ciety, and  “The  Faith  and  Practice  of  the  Society  of 
Friends”  by  Howard  H.  Brinton.  The  autumn  term  is 
from  October  4 to  December  20.  The  director  is  Dan 
Wilson,  Pendle  Hill,  Wallingford,  Pa. 

« # * 

From  Darryl  Davis  (P.O.  Box  99,  Oakhurst,  Calif.) 
comes  a plea  to  young  Friends.  He  says:  “Our  family 
has  been  attending  a traveling  Friends  meeting  of  young 
Quaker  families  in  the  Fresno  area.  It’s  a nice  get-to- 
gether, but  there  are  no  young  people  the  age  of  us 
boys.  We  have  been  trying  to  start  a group  here,  but 
we  have  gotten  very  little  interest.  My  brother  Jona- 
than is  21;  I,  Darryl,  am  19,  and  just  finished  high 
school;  Jim,  16,  has  had  three  years  of  high  school.  We 
all  play  music  and  do  Spanish  and  other  types  of  danc- 
ing. We  have  an  80-acre  place  about  50  miles  south 
of  Yosemite  on  Highway  No.  410.  We  are  interested  in 
worship,  discussions  and  recreation  with  others  our  age. 
If  anyone  is  interested,  please  write  me  or  Bill  Acord, 
Box  851,  Huntington  Park,  Calif.” 

* * 

Eugene  Monthly  Meeting,  Eugene,  Oregon,  has  ar- 
raged  for  the  purchase  of  the  lot  adjoining  its  present 
property  at  2274  Onyx  St.  This  will  provide  nearly  a 
hundred  feet  of  frontage  and  ample  space  for  the  new 
meeting  house  when  it  can  be  built. 

* * # 

Born:  on  August  .3,  1957,  to  Ken  and  Dottie  Ste- 
vens of  Rt.  8,  Box  820,  Modesto,  Calif.,  a son  named 
Roy  Mitchell  Stevens.  The  family  belongs  to  Delta 
Meeting. 

» # # 

Died:  on  June  6,  1957,  at  her  home  in  Santa  Bar- 
bara, Calif.,  Mary  Nash,  wife  of  Vernon  Nash,  and 
beloved  member  of  Santa  Barbara  Monthly  Meeting. 
She  and  her  husband  were  formerly  members  of  Lans- 
downe  Monthly  Meeting,  Penna.,  but  became  members 
of  Santa  Barbara  Meeting  at  the  time  of  its  organiza- 
tion nearly  two  years  ago.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, a daughter  and  family,  a son  and  two  sisters. 


ERROR  ON  REGISTRATION  BLANK 

We  hope  that  by  now  you  will  all  have  had  word 
that  there  is  an  error  on  the  Yearly  Meeting  registration 
blank.  The  rate  for  an  adult  staying  the  full  time  is 
$17.00,  which  includes  the  $1.50  registration  fee. 

We  are  very  sorry  for  this  mistake,  which  was  en- 
tirely the  editor’s  fault  and  not  that  of  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  Yearly  Meeting  Arrangements  Committee. 
We  hope  it  has  not  caused  too  much  inconvenience  to 
Yearly  Meeting  attenders. 

— Esther  C.  Richards 


FRIENDS  CHILDREN  AND  FRIENDS  SCHOOLS 

The  Yearly  Meeting  Education  Committee  calls  to 
our  attention  a survey  on  Friends  Children  and  Friends 
Schools,  undertaken  by  the  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting 
Education  Committee.  Eollowing  is  a quotation  from 
the  general  summary  of  results  of  the  survey: 

“Public  Education— With  approximately  % of  our  mem- 
bership out  of  range  of  the  Friends  day-schools,  obvi- 
ously most  of  our  children  are  in  public  schools.  In  areas 
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where  the  public  schools  are  particularly  fine,  some 
Friends  who  have  a choice  are  well  satisfied  to  use  them. 
In  other  areas  where  there  is  overcrowding,  or  a low- 
ering of  academic  standards.  Friends  make  great  sacri- 
fices in  time  and  money  to  reach  a Friends  School.  It 
was  also  mentioned  by  some  Friends  that  attendance  at 
a Friends  school  seemed  to  them  to  be  an  indication  of 
family  financial  and  social  standing  and  that  for  this 
reason,  they  preferred  to  use  the  iDublic  schools. 

“All  in  all,  it  certainly  cannot  be  said  that  there  are 
no  obstacles  to  obtaining  a Friends  School  education— 
but  the  e.xperience  seems  to  have  its  rewards  for  those 
who  do.  In  fact  many  Friends  and  non-Friends  alike 
continue,  in  gratitude  and  interest,  to  support  our 
schools  long  after  they,  or  their  children,  have  gradu- 
ated. There  are  at  present  1205  children  of  Friends  in 
our  26  schools;  206  more  than  six  years  ago.  For  those 
not  in  attendance  for  reasons  of  expense  alone,  we  ap- 
peal to  each  of  you  to  contribute  annually  to  scholarship 
funds,  that  young  Friends  may  feel  no  hesitancy  in  ask- 
ing for  help  in  their  years  of  heavy  educational  expense 
and  a desire  to  reimburse  the  fund  later  for  the  use  of 
others.  We  regard  the  fact  that  over  1200  children  of 
Friends  are  in  attendance  (to  say  nothing  of  the  .5174 
non-Friends)  as  evidence  that  our  schools  are  an  im- 
portant e.xpression  of  the  outreach  of  the  Society  as  a 
whole.” 


GOD'S  OWN  WAY 

Jane  H.  Baumann  (409  Calle  de  las  Animas,  Santa 
Fe,  N.  M.),  a member  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  Commit- 
tee on  Ministry  and  Oversight,  has  visited  several  Meet- 
ings, as  a part  of  her  work  for  this  committee.  Below 
are  a few  excerpts  from  her  reports  to  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  Ruth  Sghmoe. 

In  visiting  the  Mcuntainview  Meeting  in  Den- 
ver, I was  much  impressed  with  the  loving  con- 
cern for  each  other  in  this  Meeting  of  young 
and  middle-young  people.  Here  we  spoke  of  the 
healing  power  of  silence  in  our  meetings,  and 
the  next  evening  experienced  the  fruitful  re- 
sults at  a discussion  meeting,  holding  to  the  dis- 
cipline of  conducting  it  according  to  the  Query 
from  the  Yearly  Meeting:  “Do  you  practice  the 
same  waiting  upon  Divine  Guidance  in  the  con- 
duct of  your  meeting  for  business  that  is  prac- 
ticed in  the  meeting  for  worship?” 

We  also  experienced  this,  I felt,  with  appre- 
ciable awareness  at  our  Half-Yearly  Meeting 
held  in  January  at  Redlands.  In  fact,  it  was  be- 
cause of  this  experience  that  I was  moved  to 
recommend  it  for  the  discussion  meeting.  By 
continually  maintaining  silence  after  each  speak- 
er for  at  least  two  minutes  or  longer,  the  re- 
minder which  might  have  to  be  given  to  one 
who  broke  too  soon,  came  more  naturallv  and 
appropriately  and  was  taken  so,  for  the  silence 
had  become  actually  felt. 

In  visiting  with  the  Phoenix  Meeting  I was 
deeply  moved,  for  they  had  all  been  serving  a 
situation  with  all  their  hearts  and  I again  was 
reminded  of  the  wisdom  of  the  office  of  Mini- 
stry and  Oversight,  for  the  visitor  coming  in 
fresh  may  be  able  to  sort  out  the  stumbling 
blocks  which  have  taken  on  the  size  of  moun- 
tains, and  bring  an  unprejudiced  view  to  the 
troubling  aspects  of  the  situation.  Does  not  God 
act  as  the  balance?  And  are  not  all  our  little 


willful  minds  amazed  and  struck  with  wonder 
at  the  events,  when  God  does  become  the  bal- 
ance? 

I believe  one  of  the  most  meaningful  paths 
to  take  in  times  of  dissention,  when  the  tongue 
is  so  willing  to  wag,  is  to  count  on  complete  sil- 
ence for  the  time  of  the  meeting  together,  al- 
lowing perhaps  a few  minutes  at  the  close  for 
those  who  wish  to  express  what  mav  have  come 
to  them  as  a result  of  the  silence.  I am  wonder- 
ing if  we  have  really  in  this  day  of  noise  and 
emphasis,  placed  enough  concern  for  what 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  God’s  own  way  of  mak- 
ing His  voice  known  to  us,  through  silence. 

MESSAGE  OF  CONFERENCE  OF  FRIENDS 
IN  THE  AMERICAS 

To  Friends  Everywhere: 

We  have  met  together  on  a Quaker  college 
campus,  a group  of  Friends  from  Canada,  Cuba, 
Costa  Rica,  Jamaica,  Mexico  and  the  United 
States,  with  treasured  visitors  from  England, 
Japan,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand,  to  help  each 
other  grow  in  the  experience  of  God  and  find 
ways  to  live  our  faith  in  this  world. 

This  gathering  of  Friends  has  been  marked 
and  molded  by  the  presence  of  families,  and  the 
sight  and  sound  of  children  everywhere  has 
brought  a sense  of  well-being  and  joy  in  the 
strength  of  family  life  among  us.  As  we  have 
met,  we  have  been  keenly  conscious  of  Young 
Friends  meeting  in  the  camp  nearby. 

Many  concerns  have  come  before  us.  We  have 
searched  the  tenets  and  demands  of  our  peace 
testimony.  We  have  reaffirmed  our  deep  belief 
that  God  loves  all  equally  and  that  prejudice 
and  intolerance  are  unbearable  restraints  on  a 
body  of  Christians.  We  are  committed  to  make 
equality  and  brotherhood  realities  in  our  homes, 
our  schools,  cur  meetings,  our  working,  and  our 
social  worlds.  We  have  sensed  the  deep  con- 
cern behind  missions  and  service  and  have 
sought  for  openings  for  greater  mutual  support. 
We  have  had  laid  upon  us  the  great  intellectual 
task  for  formulating  our  faith  bv  sharing  and 
learning  in  regard  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  world  re- 
ligious, evangelism,  ecumenical  relations,  and 
political  and  economic  responsibilities  so  that 
we  may  express  to  the  world  the  life  that  is 
within  us.  Perhaps  most  important,  for  many 
this  has  been  a time  of  developing  sniritual 
strength  and  a time  when  Christ  has  truly  spo- 
ken to  their  condition. 

We  have  come  together  with  a hunger  for 
community  and  understanding.  Wc  haxc  found 
in  worship  a place  where  we  can  meet.  Any 
bringing  together  of  as  diverse  a group  as  wc 
are  points  iij)  not  onlv  our  likenesses  but  our 
differences.  In  the  midst  of  our  deep  di\isiou 
we  have  felt  the  uuiting  Une  of  Christ,  and  as 
He  is  axailablc  to  us,  so  11  c is  axailablc  to  the 
rest  of  the  world. 

Wc  have  been  mindful  of  those  who  arc  not 
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with  us.  They  are  missed  and  needed  when  sueh 
a gathering  of  Friends  searches  corporately  for 
the  will  of  God. 

We  have  been  favored  by  Christ’s  ministry 
through  many  Friends.  We  have  been  moved 
by  the  integrity  and  concern  of  Kathleen  Lons- 
dale, whose  accomplishments  as  a scientist  have 
made  her  religious  message  so  pertinent  for  this 
age.  We  believe  that  reliance  on  military  power 
denies  Jesus  Christ’s  example  in  His  life  and 
His  death.  Our  belief  in  the  power  of  Christian 
love  is  combined  with  the  recognition  of  a long- 
ing among  all  peoples  that  war  be  abolished. 
This  belief  and  this  recognition  impel  us  to  re- 
newed activity  in  building  the  conditions  and 
institutions  necessary  tO'  the  achievement  of 
world  peace  and  disarmament.  We  speak  out 
against  the  continued  testing  of  nuclear  weap- 
ons as  an  offense  against  mankind  .Those  who 
have  died  and  those  who  will  die  because  of 
our  illusory  belief  in  weapons  of  fear  stir  us  to 
agonized  protest.  “Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it 


unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye 
have  done  it  unto  me.”  We  want  peace  and  we 
dare  not  trust  it  to  the  god  of  war. 

In  our  sick  world  the  feeding  of  men’s  bodies 
and  the  care  of  their  souls  are  complementary 
duties  for  the  Christian.  The  misery,  the  fear, 
the  ferment  in  our  world  demand  the  working 
and  witnessing  of  each  one  of  us  until  the  will 
of  God  really  is  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
Wilmington,  Ohio,  July  3,  1957 


YOUNG  FRIENDS  MESSAGE 

Following  are  extracts  from  the  message  of  High 
School  Young  Friends,  meeting  at  Wilmington  Gollege, 
at  the  1957  Conference  of  Friends  in  the  Americas. 

“We  have  considered  many  of  the  fundamen- 
tal problems  of  the  world  today  and  how,  as 
Quakers,  we  can  attempt  to  solve  them.  Perhaps 
one  of  the  most  important  conclusions  was  our 
unanimous  agreement  that  before  we  can  at- 
tempt to  diseuss  the  solutions  to  these  issues, 
we  must  find  God  ourselves. 

“God  can  only  be  found  by  individual  effort 
to  develop  channels  of  communication  with 
Him  ...  We  have  found  in  our  group  many 
Young  Friends  who  feel  ignorant  of  the  im- 
portant Quaker  testimonies  . 

“The  group  believed  religious  education  to 
be  an  important  instrument  in  giving  us  an  un- 
derstanding and  appreciation  of  Quaker  prin- 
ciples and  testimonies.  The  First-day  school 
should  only  accept  teachers  who  are  seriously 
interested  in  discussing  our  personal  concerns 
. . . We  desire  leaders  who  have  personal  con- 
cerns to  share  with  us  rather  than  leaders  who' 
are  teaching  us  due  to  lack  of  someone  else  to 
fill  the  position.  . . .” 


Where  people  are  divinely  gathered  into  a holy  fel- 
lowship, and  faithfully  abide  under  the  influence  of 
that  Spirit  which  leads  into  all  truth,  these  are  they 
who  are  the  light  of  the  world.— John  Woolman 
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